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Claim 3, X-line 1, change "either claun 1 or claim 2" to -claim 27- and change 
" character isedlr^tfeat" to —wherein--; 

lines 6-7, delete "and preferably from 1 to 4 carbon atoms,"; 
lules 8-9, delete "preferably from 1 to 4 carbon atoms,". 




Claim 4, lute 1, change "one of claims 1 to 3" to -claim 27— and change 
"characterised m'&^t" to —wherein--; 

4ine 5, delete "preferably". 

Claim 5, ^\^lkie^^ change "one of claims 1 to 4" to -claim 27- and change 
"characterised in that" to^N/herein— ; 

Ime 3, after "guetol," insert —and—. 

Claim 6,"\^ine 1, change "one of claims 1 to 5" to —claim 27— and change 
"characterised in that" to —wherein—. 



line 1, change "characterised in that" to —wherein—. 



Claim 



Claim 8, line^l^^^ch^ "characterised in that" to —wherein—; 
line 3, delete "preferably"; 
line 4>delete ", generally 1 to 3 unsaturations"; 
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atom,". 



lines^ 15-16, delete "preferably a fluorine, chlorine or bromine 



Claim 9, 



particular,"; 




line 1, change "characterised in that" to -wherein-; 
Ir^es 2-3, delete "an aromatic hydrocarbon residue, and, in 



lifted, delete "preferably from 0 to 3,". 



Claim 10, line 1, change "characterised in that" to -wherein- 



Claim 11, line 1, change "characterised in that" to -wherein--; 

Jines 3-4, delete ", generally having 3 to 7 carbon atoms, preferably 6 
carbon atoms, in the ring". 



Claim 12>v. line 1, change "one of claims 6 to 11" to -claim 6- and change 
"characterised m thatMo^wherein--. 




(Amended) A process according to claim 6, [characterised in that] wherein 
cafialyst is a c£^fi^:mmpound with at least two carboxylic functions corresponding to 
brmula (II) selected from the group consisting of : 
[- dicarboxylic aliphatic acids, such 
. oxalic acid 
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. malonic acid 
. succinic acid 
. glutaric acid 
. adipic acio 

. 2,4-dimeth^l adipic acid 

. pimelic acid i 

. suberic acid 

. azelaic acid 

. sebacic acid 

. dodecane dioic alpid 

. fumaric acid 

. maleic acid 
[- cycloalkanedicarbox>^ic acids, such as] 

^ cyclohexane 1,4-dic^boxylic acid, 
[- aromatic dicarboxylic apids, such as:] 
. phthalic acid 
. isophthalic acid 
. terephthalic acid 
. phenylenediacetic acid 
. naphthalene l,5-dicarboxylic\acid 
. naphthalene 1,6-dicarboxylic a)fid 
. 4,4'-diphenylcarboxylic acid 
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. 3,3'-di|)tenylcarboxylic acid 

. bis(4-hydrox5(carbonyl) phenyl oxide 

. bis(3-hydroxycarl5^pnyl) phenyl oxide 

. 4,4'-dihydroxycarborWl diphenylsulphone 

. 3,3*-dihydroxycarbonyl otehenylsulphone 
[-] ^ pyrimidine or imidazole dicarm^xylic acids. 
[- aminopolycarboxylic acids:] 

. ethylenediaminotetracetic acid (E.D.T.X.) 

. diethylenetriaminopentacetic acid (D.T.P.A'^ 

. nitrilotriacetic acid (N.T.A.) ^id 

. N-(2-hydroxyethy Methylene diaminotriacetic acid (H.:fed).T.A.). 



Claim 14,^\1^ 1, change "one of claims 1 to 13" to -claim 27- and change 
"characterised in that" to —wherein--; 

^^^"^tii^^, delete in particular from 0.1 to 3% acetic acid". 

Claim 15, 1, change "one of claims 1 to 14" to -claim 27- and change 

"characterisedsin that" to —wherein—; 

"^""""^41128^2-3, delete preferably in the region of 50% by weight". 

Claim 16, ^\line 1, change "one of claims 1 to 15" to -claim 27- and change 
"characterised^irTthatl* to -wherein—; 
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line^, delete "and is preferably selected between 2.0 and 3.0". 



^mi 17, line 1, change "one of claims 1 to 16" to -claim 27— and change 
"characterised inthat" to —wherein—.' 



^^^'s^ ^^^^ ^' ^^^g^ "o^^ of clahns 1 to 17" to -claim 27- and change 
"characterised i^ that" to —wherein—; 

tine 2, delete "preferably comprised"; 

Ime 3, delete ", and more particularly in the region of 1 mole/litre". 



>,^Ni5e 1, 



Claim-19, ^ ^e 1, change "one of claims 1 to 18" to -claim 27- and change 
'characterised in tha^\to —wherein—; 



ine 3, delete ", and preferably between 0.01 and 0.02". 




Claim zQs. Une 1, change "one of claims 1 to 19" to -claim 27- and change 
"characteriseds^n ifiatlto —wherein—; 

lines 3-4, delete ", preferably between 1 and 2%". 



ClaincK^, line 1, change "one of claims 1 to 20'* to -claim 27— and change 
"characterised in mat" to —wherein—. 




Claim 22, line 1, change "characterised in that'* to -wherein-; 
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line^, delete "preferably between 1.2 and 2.6%,". 

Claim 23v line 1, change "one of claims 1 to 22" to -claim 27- and change 
"characterised in that^o —wherein—. 

Claim 24^ line 1, change "one of claims 1 to 23" to -claim 27- and change 
"characterised ibsttiat" to —wherein—; 

^e 2, delete ", preferably between 30°C and 40°C". 



25. (Amended) [Use of the optionally substituted^hydroxymandelic 

compounds obtained according to one of claims 1 tjy24 as intermediates] An intermediate 

/ 

for the production of hydroxy arylaceti^licid^lw^^ acids, or 

hydroxyaromatic aldehydes comprisiiW&siit/^ :he optionally substituted p-hydroxymandelic 
compounds obtained according to/fte process of claim 27 . 

26. (Amended) [Use of p-hydroxymandelic acid and 3-methoxy p- 
hydroxymandelic, 3-ethoxy p-hydroxymandelic acids or 3-isopropoxy p-hydroxymandelic 
acids obtained in accordance with the preparation process described in one of claims 1 to 
24] A process for the production of 4-hydroxy benzaldehyde and vanillin and analogues by 
oxidation of said acids using p-hydroxymandelic acid and 3-methoxy p-hydroxymandelic 
acid, 3-ethoxy p-hydroxymandelic acid, or 3-isopropoxy p-hydroxvmandelic acid obtained 
in accordance with claim 27 . 
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